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"There is no denying that economic factors 
play an extremely important part in social 
development, but to interpret them as the 
sole determinant of human motivation leads 
to conclusions which are almost as in- 
accurate as those of the theologians..." 

H. R. Cantine 




, 



iBOUT A DECADE after Holley Cantine gave up publish- 
ing his Retort, he wrote a science fiction/fantasy story that 
restated many of the personal and political themes he'd 
brought forward in the magazine. As he so often said in his 
political essays, liberation required far more than a mere 
change in economic conditions; it demanded a change in 
attitudes — ethics — that overshadowed economics com- 
pletely. Any economic system whatsoever could remain 
oppressive so long as authoritarianism remained operative. 
In the story, Cantine makes his first-person protagonist 
an ex-Marxist, since Marxism then, as now, has remained an 
unregenerate philosophy of economic determinism: econ- 
omic structure in society is, for Marxism, virtually the only 
important thing about human affairs. One might as well 
mention, too, Syndicalism and the more recent form of 
material obsession known as Post-Scarcity Anarchism, as 
related varieties of the same sadly mistaken view. They all 
recognize no source of human misery other than property 
and its creation, ownership and trade; even the slightest 
inkling that oppression rests on authoritarianism escapes 
them completely, and they expect that the dawn of the 
morning when workers' councils take over factories, or 
material abundance somehow wipes out scarcity of goods 
will automatically assure that people begin to live lives of 
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